
Phrasal Verbs 101: Lesson 1

Common phrasal verbs, with meanings and examples.
Phrasal verbs are usually two-word phrases consisting
of verb + adverb or verb + preposition.
Think of them as you would any other English vocabulary.
Study them as you come across them, rather than
trying to memorize many at once.

Verb Meaning Example

ask someone
out

invite on a date Brian asked Judy out to dinner and a
movie.

ask around ask many people the
same question

I asked around but nobody has seen
my wallet.

add up to
something

equal Your purchases add up to $205.32.

back
something up

reverse You'll have to back up your car so that I
can get out.

back someone
up

support My wife backed me up over my decision
to quit my job.
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